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_ STABBING AFFRAY.
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GLASGOW TRIAL.

TWO MEN SENTENCED

Furtien ovidenco was led before Lord Morison
at| Glasgow High Court yesterday in tho-case of
the two ‘young wmen, Hugh Nelson and Francis
Belton, who wero indicted on a charge of murder-
ing o seafaring man, Tho allegation was that on
May 8th or 9th last, in Crooksion Street, near
Houston_ Street, they assaulted James Cerald
Anderson, of 10 Francis Strecls* South Side, Glas-
oW, beaf him with their fists, and stabbed him
on the neck-with a knife or other sharp instrument,
and did murder him. A special plea of self-defence
was intimated on behalf of ‘the accused,

Ir J. M. Hunter, Advocate-Dopute, assisted by
Mr R. C. Macfarlane, prosecuted, Mr Ceorge
Morton, X.C., assisted by Mr J, C. R. Guy, ap-
peared for Belton, and My J. A, Christie and Mr
J. Cameron represented Nelson,

Hugh Cumn’ (20} related thab on tho night in
question he saw|Anderson one stajr up at 13 Ard-
gowan Place, The man was asleep with his back
to the wall. Witness attempted to waken him and
then loft, going down to the corner of Ardgowan
Place and Houston Street, whereaccused ~ were
standing. _Later ho saw [Anderson stending—in
Houston Street. A constablo spoke to Anderson
and told him to move on, and the man did so.
Later he heard a whistle-blown;-and running into
Crookston Street, found Anderson lying there.

A constable who was on duty in louston Streel
and Ardgowan Dlace on the night of May 8(h
said he had occasion to {ell Anderson, who was
under_tho influence of drink, {o move away.
Anderson moved to the edgn of the pavement, say-
g at the samo time that he was waiting for
somebody. He was auito civil. - .

A BROTHER'S STORY.

Michdol Belton, a brother of the accused Francis
Belton, deposed that his brother had been friendly
with the accused Nelson for the last two years.
Witness knew the deceased man, James Cerald
Anderson, When ho wakened up on tho morning
of May 10th police officers came into the house.
Detective-Lieutenant Noble told-them ho was going
to arrest them on a charge of murder.. The aceused
Nelson walkad into the room, and turned round
and said to Delective Noblo, “ You made a mis-
take this time. I am tho guilly man, I.am the
man you are looking for” Then Detective Noble
took Nelson into a room and shut the door. Later
Nelson said, *“ You need not take him,” meaning
witness,” Turning to wilness the accused added,
“You can go to T)ed, mate.” Subsequently Nelson
said Francis Belton was with him, but had nothing
to do with it. The words used by Nelson were—
“ You were with me, but you had nothing to do
with it.” Neison also remarked that Francis
Belton did not know that he (Nelson) had a knife
with him, .

Datective-Lioutenant Noble spoke fo arresting
the accused men.  When he went to Belton’s-house
Nelson was in the kitchen and Michael and James
Belton.were in bed. Ho told tho brothers Michacl
and James that ho had information that lher were
concorned in the death of Anderson and that he

was going to arrest them for the purpose of identi-
lication,

ALLEGED CONFESSION.
While proceeding to caution them the accused
Nelson said— You are making a mistake. T am

:ho man you aro looking for. Tuke me, and let
‘he innocent ones out.”

Witness said to Nelson, “De you know_what
you.arc suying? You are making o confession of
nurder,"” :

Bofore allowing the' man to say anything further
witness cautioned him and told him that he would
be chargod.on-his;own confession for causing the
denth of Anderson, After being cautioned Nelson
remarked, “Well, [ am telling the {ruth.” Al
that H)oint witness told Nelson that if he was tell-
ing the truth he was not alone at the time
Nelson replied that Francis Belton had been along
with him. The accused Belton came into the room
then, and, 'stepping forward, remarked, “ That is
right, I was along with him. | Anderson struck me
and I had to defend myself, but 1 did not know
that Nelson_had stabbed him.” Belton further
stated that Anderson had caughi him by the coat,
and he thought Anderson was going to beat him
on the face, - ’ :

The medical evidence showed that Anderson had
teceived two punctured wounds on his neck, from
the nature of which he must have died in a few
minutes.  According to Professor Glaister, whe
conducted the post-mortem examination, consider-
able force must have been used.

NELSON IN WITNESS-BOX.

The aceused Nolson ontered the witness-hoy and
gavo his version of the stabbing affair. Anderson,
he said, was quarrelsome and caught Belton by {he
coat, intending to butt him with his head. Ander-
son then struck Belton and Belion struck back.
After that Anderson struck wilness and said,.**1
will cut the head off your body.” Then Anderson
made for his pockets, and witness thought he was
going fo produce-a-knife. He did not sco {he
knife unti! Anderson dropped it on the. grounds
Witness picked up the knife and struck Anderson
twice’ with it. Witness was torribly excited at the
time.

Asked by Mr Hunter why he did nol rup.away
at-the time instead of using the knife on Ander-

son, witness replied, “I must have leen a kind
of mad, sir.

Mr Hunter—What made you mad?

Accused—I do not know, sir.

To his Lordship, Nelson said he did not. know
what éame over him ab the time. He ran away
when he realised what he had done.

The accused Francis Belton also gave evidence
of a corroborative character. Witnoss did not see
any knife-used-hy Nelson that night al all. He

heard |Anderson say he would eyt the head off
Nolson’s body.

Crown counsel asked the jury to return a verdiet
of murder against Nelson and a verdict of assault

ragainst Belton,
VERDICT AND SENTENCES.

‘The jury unanimously found Nelson guilty of
culpable homicide, and by a majority found Belton
guilty of assault.

Lord Morison pronounced sentence of five yeurs'
penal servitudo on Nelson, and sent Belion to
prison for one year.
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